To a stirred solution of ethyl-3-phenylpropiolate (1.65 ml, 10 mmol) in MeOH (20 ml) was added Lindlar catalyst (5% Pd on CaCO 3 , poisned with lead ) (1.06 g, 1 mmol), and pyridine (815 μl, 10 mmol). The reaction mixture was stirred under H 2 balloon for 2 h at room temperature. The reaction mixture was filtered through a Celite pad and concentrated in vacuo. The residue was purified by column chromatography (Hexane-AcOEt, 20:1) to afford S1 as colorless oil (1.54 g, 88 % yield 
.
To a stirred solution of S1 (1.54 g 8.8 mmol) in EtOH (15 ml) and THF (15 ml) was added 1M aqueous NaOH (15 ml) and the reaction mixture was stirred at room temperature for 12 h. The reaction mixture was concentrated in vacuo and extracted with EtOAc. The organic layer was washed with 5% aqueous citric acid and brine. The extract was dried over MgSO 4 and concentrated in vacuo to afford crude (Z)-3-phenylacrylic acid which was used in next step without further purification. 
(E)-3-Benzylidene-5-methyoxindole (2b) 13 The title compound was isolated by column chromatography (hexane- 
(E)-3-Benzylidene-5-chlorooxindole (2d) 12 The title compound was isolated by column chromatography (hexane- 
(Z)-3-Benzylidene-5-chlorooxindole (2d) 12 The title compound was isolated by column chromatography (hexane-EtOAc 2:1) as a orange solid (7.6 mg, 10%). m.p. 218-220 °C; 
5-Chloro-3-(propan-2-ylidene)oxindole (2i) (New compound)
The title compound was isolated by column chromatography (hexane- 
(E)-3-Benzylidene-1-phenyloxindole (4a) 12 The title compound was isolated by column chromatography (hexane- 
(Z)-3-Benzylidene-1-methyloxindole (4c) 18 The title compound was isolated by column chromatography (hexane-EtOAc 3: １) as a orange solid (4.3 mg, 6% 
